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In a truly global effort, in 
2013 more than 3,000 people 
around the world helped us 
sort through and identify 
wild snow leopards through 
an online program called 
CatCam. 



Dear Friends,

It still shocks me to look back on a year in which the 12 snow leopard Range Countries, led by the 
President of Kyrgyzstan, came together to save snow leopards and their habitat. It is something 
that has never happened in snow leopard conservation before, and I’m not sure we’ll ever see it 
again.  But it came about at the perfect time.

Until recently, much of snow leopard habitat was too remote and isolated for large-scale develop-
ment. The greatest threats the cats faced came from rural herders and intrepid hunters.

Today, that has changed. Industrial development sits poised to have the greatest effect on snow 
leopards in the coming decades. Hydropower dams, road construction, mining, tourism, military 
movement, international trade—these are just a few of the ‘modern challenges’ redefining life 
across snow leopard range.

Working with rural herder communities hasn’t become any less important, and we remain 
committed to helping people and wildlife coexist. Indeed, we think the best way forward is to 
work both locally and globally, and to find ways to build greater collaboration between the two.

The problems snow leopards face are too large for a single person, group or government to solve 
alone. In the race to save snow leopards, we all have a part to play.

In the pages of this report, I wanted to share some of the success stories you made possible on a 
local and global level. There are just too many to include them all!

You gave children in snow leopard habitat a fresh perspective on the wonders of their natural 
environment. You enabled local communities to better protect their livestock from snow leopard 
predation. You convinced an online giant to change their policies and close off avenues for illegal 
wildlife trade. And you brought together world leaders to make concrete plans for saving more 
than half the planet’s snow leopard population. 

As the world gets smaller, I love seeing our community—a community of snow leopard support-
ers worldwide—get larger, stronger, and more mobilized. Thank you for standing with us to fund, 
educate, and advocate for the protection of snow leopards and their mountain homes.

Sincerely,

Brad Rutherford
Executive Director
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In 2013, two of our partner 
villages in Kyrgyzstan took a 
stand against illegal poaching. 
They agreed that, as part of 
their conservation contracts, 
they would not provide room 
or board to illegal hunters. 



It’s not every day you and I get to be snow 
leopard activists.

But in 2013, we all scored a big win when the 
popular arts and crafts marketplace, Etsy.com, 
announced new policies to help stop the 
trade in products made with endangered 
animal parts, including snow leopard. 

Millions of people worldwide shop on sites 
like eBay, Amazon and Etsy annually. eBay 
and Amazon have clear and strong stances 
explicitly banning products made with parts 
of endangered animals—regardless of age or 
provenance. But up until last year Etsy lacked 
similar barriers, which left open loopholes for 
illegal trade. 

Snow leopard trade is prohibited in the 
United States under the Endangered Species 
Act, and banned throughout most of the 
world thanks to an international agreement 
called CITES that is upheld by 180 countries. 
However, governments including the U.S. 
make certain limited allowances for trade of 
‘pre-ban’ items that were made before these 
laws went into effect. 

In this age of global online markets, these 
restrictions and rules can be hard to enforce 
and monitor, allowing black market dealers 
to pass fresh furs off as, for example, their 
grandma’s ‘vintage’ snow leopard coat. Even 

sellers and buyers interested in legal trade 
can fall victim to illegal activities and unwit-
tingly fuel demand for new animal parts. 

In summer 2013 we reached out to our 
members to sign a petition asking Etsy to 
explicitly ban endangered animal products 
from their site. More than 33,000 people 
raised their voices and signed a petition to 
Etsy’s management—and Esty listened.

On July 22, 2013 the company stepped up for 
wildlife and announced new policies, 
effective immediately, to stop the trade in 
products made with parts of endangered 
animals in their marketplace. The wording of 
their new policies reflects the petition you 
made possible and today Etsy’s trend-setting 
site stands as another mighty pillar in the 
great fight to close off illegal trade.

We know this won’t end snow leopard 
poaching overnight, but it’s a major step and 
one in which we can all take pride. Etsy is a 
major online force and their new policy 
means one less loophole for poachers to 
exploit. We are glad for this opportunity to 
bring the Etsy community and the conserva-
tion community together to protect snow 
leopards, and we hope it will help hundreds 
of other endangered species as well. 

Shopaholics and snow leopard supporters rejoice!
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By Matt Feichter, Communications Director



In 2013, we helped Snow 
Leopard Network provide 
over $50,000 in grant monies 
to special conservation and 
research projects in 6 snow 
leopard range countries, 
including Russia and 
Kazakhstan.



When the President of Kyrgyzstan calls, you 
jump to attention. 

In 2012, Mr. Almazbek Atambayev, President of 
the Kyrgyz Republic, took it upon himself to 
convene a Global Snow Leopard Conservation 
Forum. His vision:  to mobilize all snow leopard 
range countries towards greater conservation 
and sustainable development across Central 
Asia’s high mountain ecosystems. 

He asked the World Bank’s Global Tiger Initiative 
for help, and they recruited us as their top 
technical consultant. By February 2013, I was in 
weekly conference calls with dignitaries and 
World Bank leaders trying to do what had never 
been done before: get top government officials 
from all 12 snow leopard countries in the same 
room, at the same time, to talk snow leopards. 

Although President Atambayev sent personal 
invitations to each head of state, I had night-
mares that if any of the key delegations pulled 
out the entire forum would crumble. At times I 
felt like a politically besieged wedding planner! 

Leading up to the forum, our teams worked 
tirelessly to help range countries complete 
National Snow Leopard Action Plans, and from 
there to develop a unified set of conservation 
priorities to bring before the forum’s delegates. 
It was incredible to see countries, like Mongolia, 
which developed a National Strategy years ago, 
reenergized. They worked with our Mongolia 
staff and other experts to update their strategy 
and finalized it in time for the forum. 

On October 23, 2013, the big day arrived. The 
Global Snow Leopard Conservation Forum was 
held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and every range 
country was in attendance. Snow leopards 
emerged on the world stage as a priority for 
conservation in Central Asia. 

The delegates signed a declaration to focus on 
snow leopard conservation and adopted a 
global plan to meet the unified conservation 
priorities agreed upon by each state. 

To ensure these plans are not just ‘paper 
promises’, the Trust is helping oversee a strong 
Global Forum Secretariat. With support from 
UNDP and Whitley Fund for Nature, the 
Secretariat is  guiding countries to translate 
pledges into concrete action. 

One of the biggest goals: to identify and secure 
20 snow leopard landscapes across the cat’s 
range by 2020, or “secure 20 by 2020.”  If 
achieved, this goal will mean more protected 
areas, more transboundary cooperation, and 
greater conservation for more than 2,000 snow 
leopards--up to half of the total wild population. 
That is an incredible dream to work towards. 

Looking back, the Global Forum is truly beyond 
what I ever dreamed possible. It was a giant first 
step in the greatest vision for snow leopard 
conservation ever conceived. And now, if we 
can meet our goals, even larger, greater 
milestones lay ahead. 
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Snow Leopards on the World Stage
By Brad Rutherford, Executive Director



In 2013, in the Indian state 
of Himachal Pradesh, the 
village of Losar expanded 
their grazing-free reserve 
to protect over 25 sq km 
(almost 10 sq miles) of  
delicate mountain  
grasslands.
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Even after 20 years of community-based 
conservation, people can still surprise me.

Throughout northern India, livestock 
depredation by snow leopards is a major 
driver of economic hardship and contention 
with the cats.  We work hard with local 
communities to come up with conservation 
solutions that have financial benefits for 
people and protection benefits for wildlife. 
I’ve personally overseen program launches  
in  dozens of villages. But nothing quite 
compares to what I saw take place last year  
in the village of Miru. 

Miru is a remote community in the Ladakh 
region of Jammu Kashmir state. More than 
3,000 meters (9,800 feet) in elevation, it’s 
prime snow leopard country. 

The community was interested in snow 
leopard conservation and we were pleased to 
describe various ideas. After months of 
discussions they decided to launch a livestock 
insurance program. This in itself was not 
terribly surprising. Like many villages in India, 
they agreed they could tolerate predators if 
they could receive compensation for losses. 

We provided seed funding to jumpstart the 
insurance corpus, then 38 families signed up 
for the program and paid premiums to insure 
their animals. A community-elected council 
will investigate claims and pay families for 
livestock lost to snow leopard attacks. 

Then, in addition to the insurance program, 
the village of Miru decided to also form a 
grazing-free reserve. This we didn’t expect.  

Grazing-free reserves are much more 
involved conservation solutions than 
insurance programs. Communities have to 
select land they are willing to leave free of 
use—which in a low-productive mountain 
zone like the Himalayas is not an easy or light 
decision. We often work with a community 
for years before making such a heavy 
decision. 

But, no sooner had Miru signed the livestock 
insurance program contract with us, they also 
signed a grazing-free reserve contract 
agreeing to refrain from grazing their 
livestock or collecting fodder from within 
three valleys adjacent to their village. 

The contract is in place for the next five years, 
which will help restore local grasslands and 
aid in the recovery of Ladakh urial and blue 
sheep—key snow leopard prey species.

In return for giving up this prime grazing 
land, the village council didn’t ask for financial 
compensation, which has been the norm 
with most other communities. What did they 
request instead? Over next five years, we will 
provide them with cooking ware and 
mattresses. That was the biggest surprise of 
all. I never thought I’d see the day a mattress 
would save snow leopards. 

Surprises for snow leopards
By Dr. Yash Veer Bhatnagar



Since the start of our 
long-term study, we have 
collected almost 10,000 
snow leopard photographs 
and identified 35 individual 
cats using the Tost  
Mountains in southern 
Mongolia.



In 2013, we began looking into the mystery 
of Tost’s missing male snow leopards.

We have been studying snow leopards in the 
Tost Mountains of Mongolia for over five 
years. There is no other snow leopard 
population in the wild that has been moni-
tored for such a long period of time, which 
gives us the unique ability to look at popula-
tion changes over time.

While preliminary data showed an adult 
population of 10-14 cats in our study site, in 
2013 we started to see some vigorous 
underlying dynamics about how this 
population functions. On the good side, the 
population has remained relatively stable 
over the past four years indicating that the 
rate of immigration of new cats into the area, 
along with births, continues to offset the 
rates of mortality and snow leopard emigra-
tion out of our study site.

But digging deeper, there is something else 
brewing. Over the last few years, the adult sex 
ratio appears to have changed considerably 
in favor of females. That means our big strong 
male snow leopards have been disappearing. 
Is that normal or natural? Can this population 
survive with fewer males than females? 
Where do all the males go—and will they 
come back?

We had a tantalizing clue in fall 2013. Thanks 
to your support, we were able to expand our 
study outwards and set out cameras in 
neighboring mountains to the north. Who 

did we see but Agylach, a young male snow 
leopard that we had previously seen in Tost. 
Apparently, he felt the need to relocate, at least 
temporarily. Could these northern mountains 
be a piece of the ‘lost male’ puzzle?

It could be that males just don’t live as long as 
females due to high rates of competition and 
fighting. Or, like males of other big carnivores, 
they could be naturally more inclined to move 
and wander than females. It could also be the 
case that males are more likely to attack 
livestock, making them more of a target for 
retribution killing by herders.

Right now these are all conjecture, but finding 
answers is paramount. There could be threats 
facing males in particular, or wandering males 
could need greater protection of connected 
habitats. What’s certain is that we need to 
continue to monitor these snow leopards 
closely—and with your help we’re exploring 
even more nearby mountain chains.

Considering that throughout most of snow 
leopard range, even basic population estimates 
are still lacking, I have to admit I feel a little 
giddy (and spoiled) being able to learn so 
much, delve so deep, and make such truly 
incredible progress towards better understand-
ing Mongolia’s cats. Thank you for not only 
making this long-term study a reality, but 
enabling it to grow. In science, ‘surprises’ are 
usually the start of great achievement, and we 
are excited to see what answers we unlock next.

The mystery of the missing men
By Dr. Koustubh Sharma, Senior Regional Biologist
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2013 Snapshot

Corrals were predator-proofed to 
keep snow leopards and wolves 
from taking goats and sheep.

22
Bricks & Mortar	

Communities ran livestock insurance 
programs; in Mongolia alone the 
program compensated for 80 animals 
lost to snow leopard predation.

11
Livestock Insurance

Earned by herders through  
handicraft sales, including over 
$10,000 in bonus monies for 
upholding Conservation Contracts. 

$50,000
Snow Leopard Enterprises

In 2013, you enabled us to work with herder communities across the five most important snow 
leopard countries--China, India, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan--to build greater tolerance and 
understanding for snow leopards. Your support expanded economic development programs to 
help herders weather livestock losses to snow leopard predation, and increased appreciation for 
the cats and their role in the ecosystem. These are just a few of the highlights you accomplished.

Posters conveying a message of 
peaceful co-existence printed for 
schoolchildren in northern 
Pakistan.

1,000
 F O U N D A T I O NS N O W L E O P A R D



Children took part in Nature Clubs, 
skits, events, poster competitions, and 
camps aimed at giving them hands-on 
learning about snow leopards and 
their environment. 

1,300
Outreach & Education

Reduction in livestock mortality to disease 
thanks to the Livestock Vaccination Program  
in Pakistan, which helps families raise 
healthier herds, tolerate predation, and 
protect wild prey from disease.

Livestock Vaccination

50%

Kids ushered in Mongolia’s 
first eco-camp20



Conservation Partners
Elizabeth and Richard Alaniz
Susan Anderson
Lucius and Phoebe Andrew
Dan Asher
Kym Aughtry
Linda Bailey
Tom Barwick
Henry and Suzanne Bass
Dr. Marco Bergami
Lucius and Nancy Biglow
Mark Blitzer
Barbara Blywise
Jon Boyd
Valerie Brackett and Nikolaos Monoyios
Elizabeth Brill
Sabrina Bryant
Pat Bumstead
Charles and Cynthia Burgess
Ian Burnett
Angela Butvich*
Kelly Casto
David and Amy Cohn
Cristi and James Cook
Frances Crowley
Erin Dallin
Carmel Davis
Betsy Dennis
Chris Devonshire-Ellis
Ed and Nicole Doucette
Sally Easterbrook
Andrew Fairley
Marilyn and Bartow Fite family
Tate and Yuko Fite and the Andrew Family 

Foundation
Deena Floyd
Harmony Frazier and Michael Breen
James Freda
Andrea Gates Sanford
Neil and Yvette Gerrans
Jed Gorden and Sara Manetti
Kate Gregg
Edna Gregg
Gail Habicht
Vivienne Halpern
Henry and C.D. Happel
Teresa and Hunter Harrison
Jennifer Hasenauer
Shelley Hendershot
Mary Hogue
Lou Holm
Elizabeth Hoopes
Carol and Bruce Hosford
Phillip Howell
Jean and Dilwyn Huey
Gretchen and Lyman Hull
Lauren Huot

Gretel and Darby James
Edward Janov*
J. Dereck Jeffers
Deborah Jensen and Steven Malloch
Emily and Indraneel Karlekar
Steve and Norma Kearsley
Diane Keen*
Russell and Gretchen Keithly
Dan and Sally Kennedy
William and Lynn Kilbourne
Jeanie and Murray Kilgour
Lisa Konie
Jeff and Sue Kouba
Bettina Krone
Daniel and Pamela Krute
James and Jean Kunz
F. Holmes Lamoreux
Tim Lawrence
Sherry Lawson
Robert and Marti Liddell
Hal Litoff
Lynn and Jack Loacker
Dr. Katharine Lofdahl
David Lu and Nancy Tom
Shane Lundberg
Laurin Massengale
Emily Matthews and Robert Socolow
Mary Kay McCaw
Molly-Kate McClelland
Michael and Nikki McCormack
Andrew McGee
Christopher Meek 
Lauren Melkus
Dr. Anne Mize
John Moody
Charles and Alexandra Morse
Sandra Moss
Shaun and Molly Nickolson
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Nordstrom
Linda Nordstrom
Jessica Notehelfer
Mark and Vickie Nysether
Victoria Olson
Robert and Kristin Parker*
Theresa Perenich
Walter Pereyra
Joann Perrett and David Wilson
Tess Peterson
Miriam Pierce
Sophia Piper
Gayle Podrabsky and John Forsen
Gary and Mary Podrabsky
Dr. George Rabb
Bonnie and Richard Robbins
Jessica Star Rockers and William Flitter
Gary and Sheryl Rosenbaum

Matt and Amy Rudolf
Jennifer Snell Rullman and Stan Rullman
Elizabeth and John Rutherford
Brad and Jillian Rutherford
Anthony Schmidt
Rhetick and Caryn Sengupta
Elizabeth Sengupta
Lillian Shimasaki
Robert Silver*
Cheryl Simokat
Elizabeth Singleton
Aurelia Smith
Ruth Smith
Phillip Chapman and Barbara Snapp
Jim and Burnley Snyder
Mary and John Snyder
Dick and Hope Stroble
Lisa Strong
Joanna Sturm
David and Chris Towne
Katie and Keith Traverse
Stefanos Sidiropoulos and Lena Tsakmaki
Cynthia Villani*
Margaret and Doug Walker
Louise Wilker
Joann Perrett and David Wilson
Nancy Winter
Carol Wolfson
Susan Wyckoff
Sheila Wyckoff-Dickey and Charley Dickey
Eva Yacobozzi
Jill Yasgur

This list recognizes donors who gave at 
least $1,000 in 2013 and/or included snow 
leopards in their planned giving.

*Dedicated funds for WWF 
Baatarkhairkhan Mountain Snow Leopard 
project in Mongolia

Thank you to the 461 people who took part 
in our Team Snow Leopard monthly donor 
program in 2013.  You raised over $87,000 
for snow leopard conservation!

Team Snow Leopard



Foundation, Government, NGO, Other
1990 Yvonne P. Lamey Trust
Acacia Conservation Fund
Angel Foundation
Anonymous Donor Advised Fund of MRG 

Foundation
Association Tendua
Black Rhinoceros Foundation
Blackie Foundation
Cat Life Foundation
CGMK Foundation
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation
Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund
E.B.R. Foundation
Elmyra Felburn Schiller Irrevocable Trust
European Outdoor Conservation Association
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fredman Family Foundation Inc
Hamill Family Foundation
International Society for Endangered Cats
Jewish Communal Fund
JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Juniper Foundation
Keidanren Nature Conservation Fund
Keith and Mary Kay McCaw Family 

Foundation
Laguntza Foundation
Mark and Vickie Fund of the Nysether 

Family Foundation
Moore Family Foundation
Overton and Katharine Dennis Fund
Regina Bauer Frankenberg Foundation
Riley & Nancy Pleas Family Foundation
Save Our Species
Seattle International Foundation
Snow Leopard Conservancy
Snow Leopard Trust UK, Ltd
The Diversity Foundation
The Grace Jones Richardson Trust
The Hans and Elizabeth Wolf Foundation
The Lawrence Foundation
The Melkus Family Foundation
The Seattle Foundation

Adobe Systems Incorporated Matching Gifts Program
Bath Veterinary Clinic
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Conde Nast
Dynafit International
Edrington Group & Edrington Americas
GreaterGood.org - Charity USA.com LLC
Icon Films
ING Community and Volunteer Matching Gifts
Inspectra Analys AB
Mandarin Associates Ltd.
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Mountain Outfitters
Natural Formulations
NBCNews.com Employee Giving Program
OviPets
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving
The Boeing Company Gift Match Program
The T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving
Visa Inc.

The Wehling Family Foundation
Turner Foundation, Inc.
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Valerie Beth Schwartz Foundation
White Pine Fund
Whitley Fund for Nature
World Wildlife Fund-US (via support 

from USAID)

*Save Our Species is a joint initiative of the Global 
Envir onment Facility, IUCN and the World Bank. 
A fundamental goal is to ensure the long-term 
survival and well being of threatened species and 
their critical habitats for biodiversity 
conservation.

Special projects in this report were also 
supported by People’s Trust for Endangered 
Species and Rufford Small Grants Foundation 
through our collaborating NGOs. 

State & Federal Combined Campaigns
Thank you to all the federal and state employees—from Washington State to the US Capital, to employees 
stationed oversees. In 2013, more than $40,000 was raised through 120 Combined Federal Campaigns, the 
Washington State Combined Fund Drive, California State Employees Charitable Campaign, Idaho State Employee 
Charitable Campaign, and King County Employee Giving campaign.

Tuktun Agvaantseren
Olga Alexander*
Chris Barnes*
Pattie Beaven
Nicole Bennion
Ashlee Betche
Joanna Bojarski
Jenny Burgess
Allen Cantara*
Tony Codd
Pete Covey 
Brian Czarnik*
Bridget Czarnik*
Mikey Evans
Saskia Fagan
Robin Freise
Barbara George*
Priya Gopal-Walker*
Chris Graham
Alexandra Grief

Gail Hillesheim*
Wendy Hirniak
Katie Hogan
Becky  Johnston
Zach Johnston
Katie Johnston*
Ali Kalenak
Kate Koenig
Danielle Kremen
Ngoc Le
Emily Lorde
Jessica Martin
Leila Minbashian
Margaret Okamoto*
Patty Pearthree
Talis Pennell
Joann Perrett*
Stan Rullman
Kenzie Rutherford
Elizabeth Smith

VolunteersCorporations
Tristan Williams-Burden
Ryan Whisney
Jerry White*

Interns

Kelly Armijo  
Elena Cheung 
Nicolette Purnell
Rebekah Sanders
Bryan Vasquez
Marika Wegerbauer 

Bold-over 50 hours of 
service in 2013

*over 3 years of service



Special Thanks
John Arrighi
Beauregard at the San Diego Zoo
Nicole Bennion
Black Sheep Designs 
Terry Blumer
Caruh Salon and Spa
Linda Cortright
Sharon Costello
Pete Covey
Nick Day
David Doxtater
Elsie at the Blank Park Zoo 
Tony Fadale and Pat Owen
Steven Fogell
Fremont Brewing Company
Barbara George and Jerry White
Glassybaby
Stefan Hoevel

Akron Zoo*
Akron Zoological Park*
Alaska Zoo*
Albuquerque BioPark
Association Zoologique d’Asson
Big Cat Rescue*
Billabong Zoo*
Binder Park Zoo
Bioparc Zoo de Doue la Fontaine
Blank Park Zoo*
Buffalo Zoological Gardens
Calgary Zoo*
Cape May County Zoo*
Chattanooga Zoo*
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo*
Columbus Zoo & Aquarium*
Cougar Mountain Zoo*
Dakota Zoo*
Dublin Zoo
Edmonton Valley Zoo
Friends of Banham Zoo
Friends of the Big Bear Alpine Zoo*
Great Plains Zoo
Helsinki Zoo
Jungle Cat World
Kolmårdens Djurpark AB*
Lake Superior Zoological Gardens*
Le Parc des Felins
Lehigh Valley Zoo*
Lincoln Park Zoo

Linton Zoological Gardens
Memphis Zoo*
Micke Grove Zoo
Midnight Sun AAZK Chapter
Mill Mountain Zoo*
Miller Park Zoo
Milwaukee County Zoo*
National Zoo & Aquarium Conservation Team*
Niabi Zoo*
Nordens Ark*
Oklahoma City Zoo
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo*
Orsa Bjornpark*
Parco Zoologique de Punta Verde
Peoria Zoo
Philadelphia Zoo
Pittsburgh Zoo*
Plock Zoo
Potawatomi Zoo*
Rolling Hills Wildlife Adventure
Sacramento Zoo*
San Antonio Zoo & Aquarium
San Diego Zoo
San Francisco Zoo*
Santa Barbara Zoo*
Sequoia Park Zoo*
South Lakes Wild Animal Park
Sunset Zoo
Tautphaus Park Zoo*
Toronto Zoo

Natural Partnerships Program

Board of Directors 
Carol Hosford President
Rhetick Sengupta Vice-President
Andrea Gates Sanford Vice-President
Steven Kearsley Secretary-Treasurer
Elizabeth Alaniz 
Lisa Dabek
Betsy Dennis
Harry Freeman 
Jed Gorden 
Henry Happel 
Gayle Podrabsky 
Elizabeth Singleton

Mary Hogue
Carol Hosford
Stephanie Huettner
Tracy Kidston
Jim and Jean Kunz
Magical Mehendi
Pat Mcilvan
Minuteman Press North Seattle
Museum Quality Framing, Wallingford
Toni Godwin Sells
Rhetick Sengupta
Elizabeth Smith
Lisa Ann Sparks
Stephen Sparrow
The Ruins 
Michelle Wainstein
Tristan Williams-Burden

Tulsa Zoo
Turtle Back Zoo*
Utah’s Hogle Zoo*
Wild Animal Park Planckendael - RZSA
Wildlife Heritage Foundation
Woodland Park Zoo*
Zoo Boise*
Zoo de Granby
Zoo Dresden
Zoo Krefeld
Zoo Liberec*
Zoo New England
Zoologischer Garten Magdeburg
ZooParc de Tregomeur*

* Selling SLT products

There are 160 zoos worldwide with  
snow leopards. If you would like to  
know more about how your zoo can 
be part of our Natural Partnerships 
Program, please contact Marissa 
Niranjan at Marissa@snowleopard.org.



A special moment you made possible for our India team
One day in the heart of winter, we spotted two snow leopards walking parallel to each other 
about twenty feet apart. One was clearly older than the other. It had to be a snow leopard 
named Sunshine and her cub…they were the only mother-cub pair in the area. All of a sudden 
both went still and alert. There was tension in the air. A third snow leopard came into view and 
appeared to be a large male. He stayed about 100 meters away, hidden in a rock crevasse. The 
tension persisted but Sunshine basked on the sunny slope with a close watch on the new male. 
The sun set  and the temperature started to drop. I could barely hold my binoculars up; it was 
time to leave. At first light the next day I went back to the site, but the snow leopards were 
gone. The wind had cleaned their footprints. There was no evidence of their presence, just 
white snow all across.

By Rishi Sharma, Research Scholar, Nature Conservation Foundation



Collaborators

Staff
International
Science & Conservation Director: Charudutt Mishra (India)
Assistant Director of Science: Gustaf Samelius (Sweden)
Assistant Director of Conservation: Jennifer Snell Rullman (US)
Senior Regional Ecologist: Koustubh Sharma (India)
Regional Ecologist: Kulbhushansingh Suryawanshi (India)
PhD Student/ Field Biologist: Örjan Johansson (Sweden)
Executive Assistant: Rakhee Karumbaya (India)

Mongolia
Country Program Director: Bayarjargal Agvaantseren
Research & Monitoring Manager: Purejav Lkhgavajav
Conservation & Education Manager: Tserennadmid Mijiddorj
SLE North Coordinator: Unurzul Dashzeveg
SLE South Coordinator: Enkhtushin Gongor
Driver: Byambajav Tsevegmid
Camp Manager, Research Assistant: Lkhagvasumberel Tomorsukh
Administrative Assistant: Narangerel Jargalsaikhan
Camp Driver: Mijid Avir
Camp Guard: Oyungerel Baatar

Kyrgyzstan
Program Leader: Kubanychbek Zhumabai uulu
SLE Country Coordinator: Cholpon Abasova 

Pakistan
Country Program Director: Muhammad Ali Nawaz
Project Manager: Jaffar ud Din
Project Manager: Shoaib Hameed
IT and GIS Expert: Doost Ali
Driver: Afsar Khan
Field Biologist: Muhammad Ayub
SLE Officer: Yasmeen Cheema
Social Mobilizer: Ibrahim Wali
Driver: Fazle Yar Khan
Field Biologist: Muhammad Yunus

India
Country Program Director: Yash Veer Bhatnagar
Senior Scientist and Consultant: Pranav Trivedi 
Research & Policy Associate: Ajay Bijoor
Conservation Coordinator: Radhika Timbadia
Manager of Research and Conservation: Tanzin Thinley
Manager of Conservation Education Programs: Kalzang Gurmet
Field Programme Associate: Rinchen  
Field Coordinator: Karma Sonam
Field Programme Associate: Phunchok Dolma
Research Scholar: Riyaz Ahmad
Research Scholar: Abhishek Ghoshal 
Research Scholar: Rishi Sharma 
Research Affiliate: Saloni Bhatia
Research Affiliate: Ranjini Murali 
Research Associate: Navinder Jeet Singh
Research Associate: Sumanta Bagchi
Research Associate: Tsewang Namgail

China
Director, Shanshui Center: Lu Zhi
Project Director: Lin Yanlin
Research Scholar: Li Juan

United States
Executive Director: Brad Rutherford
Development Director: Siri Okamoto
Technology Director: Jeff Brown 
Product Development & Sales Manager: Gina Robertson
Online Marketing &  PR Specialist: Matthias Fiechter
Office Manager: Arnica Luther
Administrative Assistant: Breanna Binder
Zoo Programs Manager: Marissa Niranjan
Web Developer: Abigail Evans
Donor Relations Manager: Antonia Jindrich
Development Associate: Deborah Turnbull

Mongolia & Long-Term Ecological Study
Snow Leopard Conservation Foundation
Swedish University of Agricultural  
     Sciences
Mongolia Ministry of Nature Environment      	
     and Green Development
Mongolia Academy of Science

China
Shan Shui Conservation Center
Panthera
Beijing University

India
Nature Conservation Foundation
Union Ministry of Environment and 	    	
     Forests
Himachal Pradesh Forest Department

Kyrgyzstan
Snow Leopard Foundation, Kyrgyzstan 
Ministry of Environmental Protection
Institute of Biology
Sarychat-Ertash State Nature Reserve

Pakistan
Snow Leopard Foundation, Pakistan
Directorate of Khunjerab National Park
Gilgit-Baltistan Forest & Wildlife 
     Department
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Wildlife  
     Department
 
Climate-Change & Water Security Initiative
WWF-US
USAID*

Global Forum
World Bank Global Tiger Initiative
WWF-US
USAID*
UNDP
Office of the President of Kyrgyzstan
NABU
Snow Leopard Conservancy
GEF
Snow Leopard Network

Snow Leopard Network
Snow Leopard Conservancy

*These activities were made possible with 
 support from the American people, delivered 
through the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID).



Financial Summary
In 2013, thanks to our growing group of supporters around the world, the Snow Leopard Trust was 
able to increase the amount of funding directly protecting snow leopards in the wild.  It is a high 
priority for us to ensure we manage your donations wisely and we are pleased to have Charity 
Navigator’s highest 4-star rating.  

Our finances are audited 
annually by an independent 
third-party following national 
standards. The financials of our 
partner NGOs are also audited 
annually using standard 
third-party practices for their 
respective countries. 

Revenue: 
$1,595,000

11% 
Sales

8% 
Zoos

20% 
Grants

61% 
Donations

Expenses: 
$1,580,000

8% 
Fundraising

81% 
Conservation 
Programs

11% 
Admin
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4649 Sunnyside Ave. N. Suite 325 
Seattle, WA 98103

Tel: 206.632.2421 
Fax: 206.632.3967 
info@snowleopard.org 
www.snowleopard.org

Together we are protecting the endangered snow leopard and its  
mountain ecosystem through a balanced approach that addresses the 

needs of local people and the environment. 

Thank You.


